Historic Environment Scotland Public Consultation Survey
Section 1 Overview 
Historic Environment Scotland (HES) is seeking your input on the updated Historic Environment Policy for Scotland (HEPS).
 
HEPS is a national policy which provides direction for decision making that affects the historic environment. It was originally published in 2019 and based on longstanding conservation principles and understanding of cultural significance. We are updating HEPS to ensure it is fit for purpose to enable good decision making and considers social, economic, legal and climate changes.

We recommend you download a copy of the draft policy to review ahead of completing this survey. Download the draft policy here.
 
What's changed?

We want to hear your thoughts and ideas about the proposed updates to this policy.

This draft has been shaped by the Talking About Heritage project completed earlier this year. This public engagement project invited people across Scotland to share what heritage means to them and how it should be looked after.  

We have also incorporated feedback shared with us via a pre-drafting consultation. This included a stakeholder survey on the current policy document and potential areas for improvement.

The key updates include:
· Making the role of HEPS in decision making clearer, including clarifying its relationship with the National Planning Framework 4, and other policies and guidance.
· Improving the clarity and accessibility of the document through simplifying language and structure
· Embedding considerations for the climate and nature crises and centring access and people’s interactions with the historic environment throughout the document

Providing Feedback
 
You can provide feedback by completing this short online survey. If you prefer, you can download the full set of consultation questions in advance. 

If you would like a copy of the draft policy and associated consultation questions in a different format, please let us know. 

Alternatively, if you would like to provide feedback over the phone, by email or via an online meeting, please let us know and we would be happy to arrange this.
 
Please contact the Heritage Policy and Engagement Servia via email at heritagepolicy@hes.scot or via phone on 0131 668 8657.
 

Section 2 Privacy Statement 
We believe you should always know what data we collect from you, why we need it and how we look after it.
 
What data will you be sharing?
To help us understand who we are engaging with and to allow us to follow up on some responses, we'll be asking you about some personal data information. This includes:
· Your email address
· Your name
All your answers are optional.
 
Why do we need this data?
Following your submission, we will send you an acknowledgement using your email address and if you give your permission and contact information, we may approach you about suggestions you have made in the consultation and the outcomes of this consultation in the future.
 
What will we do with your data?
Our privacy notice explains your rights and our role in protecting the information that you share with us.
 
You can read our consultation privacy policy on Citizen Space.
 
Question 1: 
Do you consent to our Privacy Statement? (required) 
[tick box] 
· You must select yes to consent to our Privacy Statement to take part in the survey.  

Section 3: About You
Please note that the only question you are required to answer in this section is the first one.
Question 2:
Are you responding as an individual or an organisation? (required) [choose one]
· As an individual
· On behalf of an organisation, public body or charity
· On behalf of a local authority
· As a private business, such as an architect or developer
· Representing a community group
· Other – please write below [short free text]
 
Question 3:
What is the name of your organisation, local authority, business or community group? [short free text]

Question 4:
What is your name? [short free text]


Section 4: Scope and Usability
This policy aims to provide direction for decision making that affects the historic environment. 
'It provides enduring, high-level policies and principles that support consistent decision making alongside more specific policy and guidance. The decisions might be about land use, funding, alterations to a building, site or place, or long-term strategies.
This update seeks to make HEPS’ role in decision making clear and clarify its relationship with the National Planning Framework 4 (NPF4) and other policies and guidance.
To what extent do you agree with the following statements:
Question 5: 
The purpose of this document is clearly set out. [choose one]
· Strongly agree
· Agree
· Neutral
· Disagree
· Strongly disagree
· No view
 
Question 6:
It is clear when to use HEPS to enable good decision making. [choose one]
· Strongly agree
· Agree
· Neutral
· Disagree
· Strongly disagree
· No view

Question 7:
The status of HEPS in relation to other key policies and guidance is clear. [choose one]
· Strongly agree
· Agree
· Neutral
· Disagree
· Strongly disagree
· No view

Question 8:
The structure of the document ensures clarity and enables good decision making. [choose one]
· Strongly agree
· Agree
· Neutral
· Disagree
· Strongly disagree
· No view

Question 9:
The section “Understanding challenges and opportunities” provides a useful summary of some of the key factors currently affecting decision making in the historic environment. [choose one]
· Strongly agree
· Agree
· Neutral
· Disagree
· Strongly disagree
· No view
 
Question 10:
Do you have any overall comments on the scope of the policy and/or usability of the document? [long free text]


Section 5: Part 1 – Understanding significance and value
This section ensures decisions affecting the historic environment are based on careful consideration of cultural significance. It can be found on pages 6-8 of the policy. 
To what extent do the following sections enable good decision making in the area of “understanding significance and value”? Please rate on a scale of 5 to 1, where:
· 5 = This section strongly enables good decision making
· 1 = This section does not enable good decision making
Question 11:
Principles [choose one]
· 5
· 4
· 3
· 2
· 1
· No view
Question 12:
Policies [choose one]
· 5
· 4
· 3
· 2
· 1
· No view
Question 13:
How to apply [choose one]
· 5
· 4
· 3
· 2
· 1
· No view
Question 14:
Do you have any comments on the “understanding significance and value” section? [long free text]

Section 6: Part 2 – People and places
This section highlights the importance of considering the long-term impacts of decision making in the historic environment on people and places. It can be found on pages 9-11 of the policy.
To what extent do the following sections enable good decision making in the area of “people and places”? Please rate on a scale of 5 to 1, where:
· 5 = This section strongly enables good decision making
· 1 = This section does not enable good decision making
Question 15:
Principles [choose one]
· 5
· 4
· 3
· 2
· 1
· No view
Question 16:
Policies [choose one]
· 5
· 4
· 3
· 2
· 1
· No view
Question 17:
How to apply [choose one]
· 5
· 4
· 3
· 2
· 1
· No view
Question 18:
Do you have any comments on the “people and places” section? [long free text] 

Section 7: Part 3 – Managing change
This section recognises that places have changed over time. It ensures any future changes are considered carefully to sustain significance, access and public value over time and maximise opportunities for enhancement where appropriate. It can be found on pages 12-14 of the policy.
To what extent do the following sections enable good decision making in the area of “managing change”? Please rate on a scale of 5 to 1, where:
· 5 = This section strongly enables good decision making
· 1 = This section does not enable good decision making
Question 19:
Principles [choose one]
· 5
· 4
· 3
· 2
· 1
· No view
Question 20:
Policies [choose one]
· 5
· 4
· 3
· 2
· 1
· No view
Question 21:
How to apply [choose one]
· 5
· 4
· 3
· 2
· 1
· No view
Question 22:
Do you have any comments on the “managing change” section? [long free text] 
 

Section 8: Implementation
We think there is an opportunity to provide more information to decision makers to support the use of HEPS. 

Question 23:
How confident are you in implementing the updated policies in your own work? [choose one]
· Very confident
· Somewhat confident
· Neutral
· Low confidence
· Not confident
· No view

Question 24:
Do you have any examples of decisions made about the historic environment where these updated policies would be relevant? Please give details below. [long free text]
Question 25:
Do you have any extended examples that you think would make a good case study? If so, please feel free to share your email address so that we can contact you for further information. [short free text]


Section 9: Anything Else?
Question 26:
Do you have any further comments or feedback on the policy? [long free text]
 
 


